
What Are the Different
Types of Opal and How

Do They Differ?



Introduction
Opals are among the most unique and mesmerizing
gemstones, known for their vibrant play of color and
endless variety. But not all opals are created equal.
From the fiery brilliance of black opals to the soft
glow of white opals, each type has its own charm
and value. Understanding the different types of
opal helps buyers and enthusiasts make informed
decisions when selecting this captivating stone.
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How to Style Opal
Bracelets Beautifully?

 Black Opal

Black opal is the rarest and most valuable
type of opal. It has a dark body tone, which
enhances the play-of-color, making it
vibrant and striking. Mostly mined in
Lightning Ridge, Australia, black opals are a
collector's favorite.

White Opal

Also known as "milky opal," white opal has a
pale body color and a gentle color play.
Though more common, it’s widely
appreciated for its soft, elegant
appearance and affordability.

Boulder Opal

Boulder opals form in ironstone rocks and
often retain part of their natural host rock
on the back. This type is valued for its
durability and vibrant flashes of color that
often rival black opals.

Crystal Opal

Crystal opals are transparent to semi-
transparent and known for their internal
clarity and color depth. These opals offer
intense brilliance and can show a full
spectrum of hues depending on their angle
and light.



Conclusion

The different types of opal offer a rich spectrum of
color, rarity, and appeal. Whether you're drawn to the
dramatic hues of a black opal or the subtle charm of
common opal, each variety reflects nature’s artistry in
a unique way. Knowing these distinctions allows for
smarter, more personal choices when selecting opal
jewelry or investments.
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